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At Roscommon Community College, we believe that homework is an essential
component of education, reinforcing students' learning and fostering their
educational development. Homework serves as a measure of progress and
enables the application of skills learned in the classroom. Research such as
the TIMSS 2019 study from Maynooth University highlights the positive impact
of structured and consistent homework practices on student achievement in the

Irish context.
Mission Statement

We at Roscommon Community College aim to provide a quality academic,
practical, social and spiritual education for our students suited to their needs and

abilities in a warm, caring and friendly environment.

We also wish to foster mutual respect between students and staff and instil in

our students a sense of self-discipline and community.

Ethos statement

Aligned with our core values of care, community, respect, equality, and
excellence in education, this policy provides clear guidelines on assigning,

completing, and evaluating homework in a supportive and inclusive manner.

General Principles

« If homework proves too difficult, students are encouraged to
communicate with their teacher promptly for guidance or additional
support. Parents can also notify teachers if their child is struggling to
complete assignments.

+ Homework shall be allocated at the discretion of the teacher and
tailored to suit the needs and abilities of the students, with
consideration for their overall well-being and learning needs.

+ Students must record homework in their school journal or copybook
with appropriate dates to ensure clarity and organisation.

* Homework should be presented in an orderly, neat, and tidy
fashion, promoting a sense of accomplishment and personal

pride.
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+ Teachers will check and provide constructive feedback on
homework as appropriate to support student learning and
confidence.

« It is the responsibility of parents/guardians to monitor and support
the completion of homework while fostering a balanced approach to
study and rest. Regularly signing the student's school journal is
encouraged.

* In the event of consistently unsatisfactory homework, the
school will contact parents/guardians to collaboratively

address concerns in a supportive manner.

Wellbeing statement

At Roscommon Community College, we focus on a holistic approach,
encompassing attributes that enable everyone to succeed on their life’s

pathway.

Wellbeing comprises of many interrelated aspects; it promotes self-efficacy and
includes quality teaching and learning. There are 6 wellbeing indicators; active,
responsible, resilient, connected, respected, and aware, promoted throughout

our school community.

Differentiated Homework Strategies
To meet the diverse needs and abilities of students, teachers will:

+ Offer students a choice in homework tasks where possible, allowing
them to select activities that align with their interests and strengths.

+ Use tiered assignments that provide varying levels of challenge,
ensuring all students arc appropriately engaged and supported.

* Incorporate multimodal assignments, such as combining visual,

auditory, and kinesthetic elements, to address diverse learning styles.
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Include project-based homework that connects learning to real-

world applications and encourages critical thinking.

Differentiate by outcome, allowing students to demonstrate their learning
in various formats such as written reports, presentations, or creative
media.

Provide regular opportunities for self-assessment and reflection on
homework to help students develop self-regulation and ownership of their
learning.

Schedule homework-free days periodically to support student well-being
and encourage engagement in extracurricular or personal activities.
Adjust the complexity and volume of homework for students with
additional needs, ensuring it remains meaningful, manageable, and
aligned with their well-being.

Offer clear instructions and provide scaffolding, such as templates or
guides. to support independent work and reduce stress.

Encourage collaborative homework where appropriate, fostering peer
learning, teamwork, and a sense of community.

Incorporate technology and digital tools to enhance engagement

and accessibility while monitoring screen time to maintain well-

being.

Assign engaging tasks, such as:

o Creative Challenges: Ask students to design a poster, write a
short story, or compose a poem related to a topic covered in
class.

o Real-World Exploration: Assign tasks like cooking a recipe
using fractions, interviewing a family member about historical
events, or observing nature to connect learning to dally life.

o Interactive Quizzes: Use online tools to create quizzes or puzzles
that make study/homework enjoyable.

o Classroom Contributions: Allow students to bring an artifact,
picture, or short video to share how they applied their learning
outside school.

o Group Projects: Foster teamwork through collaborative

assignments like building models, creating a slideshow, or




producing a video.

o Personal Interests: Integrate optional homework related to
hobbies or interests, such as writing a journal entry, creating

artwork, or researching a favourite topic.

Recommended Time Allocations

The time spent on homework should align with students' developmental stages
and workloads, balancing academic progress with well-being. The following

are recommended daily homework durations:

+ 1stYear: 110 1.5 hours

* 2ndYear: 1.5to0 2 hours

« 3rd Year: 2 to 3 hours

+ 5th Year: 2.5 to 3.5 hours
« 6th Year: 3to 4 hours

These times are guidelines, and individual requirements may vary. Teachers will
endeavor to coordinate to avoid overloading students with excessive assignments
on any given day. Teachers are also encouraged to provide flexibility where
possible, allowing students to balance academic and personal commitments

effectively.
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Homework for Students with Additional Education Needs (AEN)

In keeping with our commitment to equality and respect, students with AEN will
receive tailored homework assignments that reflect their abilities and learning

goals. Teachers will endeavor to:

+ Set homework tasks that prioritise skill reinforcement and
achievable outcomes, supporting student confidence and well-
being.

« Utilise alternative formats (e.g.. oral assignments, graphic organisers,
or assistive technology) to accommodate diverse needs and reduce
unnecessary stress.

+ Referto Schoolwise to ensure consistency with Individual Education
Plans (IEPs) and students' strengths while promoting a positive
homework experience.

+ Provide extended time for homework completion if necessary,
ensuring students do not feel rushed or pressured.

* Regularly review homework effectiveness with input from students,
parents, and support staff to ensure it continues to support both

learning and well-being.

Parental Responsibilities

Parents/guardians play an essential role 1n ensuring homework is a positive and

productive experience. Their responsibilities include:

* Providing a Supportive Environment: Setting up a quiet, well-lit
space for students to focus on homework without distractions.

+ Encouraging Routine: Establishing consistent times for homework
to help students develop good habits.

* Monitoring Homework: Ensuring that the time spent on homework
aligns with recommended guidelines and helping students prioritise
tasks.

« Offering Guidance: Providing assistance as needed, without
completing the work for the student. and fostering independent

problem-solving skills.
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«  Communicating with Teachers: Keeping in touch with teachers to
discuss challenges the student may face and seeking support when
needed.

* Promoting Wellbeing: Ensuring students balance homework with
relaxation, personal time, and extracurricular activities to support their

mental and emotional health.

Wellbeing and Homework

Homework plays a significant role in the academic development of students,
but its impact extends far beyond academics. It is an integral part of fostering
resilience, nurturing a growth mindset, and supporting the holistic well-being
of students. At Roscommon Community College, we view homework as a
tool to support not just intellectual growth but also the overall well-being of
our students. By carefully designing homework policies and practices, we
aim to create a harmonious balance that nurtures intellectual curiosity,

reduces stress, and empowers students to lead balanced and fulfilling lives.
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+ Balanced Workload: Ensuring homework does not compromise
students' time for relaxation, personal interactions, and
extracurricular activities.

« Stress Management: Assigning realistic and manageable tasks that
prevent undue stress and promote a healthy school-life balance.

+ Student Voice: Regularly seeking feedback from students to ensure
homework supports rather than hinders their overall well-being and
adjusting practices based on their input.

+ Mindfulness and Breaks: Encouraging students to take short, mindful
breaks during homework sessions to enhance focus, reduce fatigue, and
maintain a positive attitude toward learning.

+ Teacher Collaboration: Teachers will endeavour to work together to
stagger major assignments and projects to avoid overburdening students

and support their overall well-being.
Monitoring and Review

This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure it continues to reflect the needs of our
students, uphold our core values, and align with educational best practices.
Feedback from students, parents, and teachers will inform updates to the policy.
Roscommon Community College is committed to fostering a supportive learning
environment where every student can thrive academically and personally, in line with
our mission statement and ethos to deliver excellence in education within a caring

community.
Ratification

This policy will be reviewed annually. This policy was adopted by the board of

management on:

Adopted by the Board of Management on: O\ \ 4“\ 3 Ogg
\ )

Signed by Chairperson: N\N\@\\j A~

Date of next review: 9/4/2026
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Why Homework Matters

Homework is an important part of your education. It helps you practice what
you learn in class, build your skills, and see how you're improving. Research
shows that regular, well-planned homework can boost learning and help you
achieve your best. At Roscommon Community College, we want homework to
support your overall well-being as well as your learning. That means homework

should be manageable, meaningful, and help you grow in a balanced way.
What to Do If You Struggle

+ Always attempt your homework.

« If you find homework too hard. talk to your teacher as soon as possible.
They can help you understand or adjust the task.

» Let your rerents or guardians know if you're struggling. They
can communicate with your teacher to get the support you

need.
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General Homework Rules

Recording Homework: Write your homework in your journal or
copybook every day.

Presentation: Always present your homework neatly and clearly.
Feedback: Your teacher will check your homework and give feedback
to help you improve. Read the feedback and use it.
Parents/Guardians’ Role: Your parents or guardians should
encourage you to do your homework, check your journal, and make

sure you balance study with rest and other activities.

Fun and Flexible Homework

Teachers may give you different types of homework to make learning more fun

and effective:

Creative Tasks: Design a poster, write a story, or create a poem.
Real-Life Activities: Cook a recipe using math skills, observe
nature, or interview a family member.

Teamwork: Work with friends on a group project.

Choose Your Own Task: Sometimes, you might pick from a

list of homework options that match your interests.

Over to You: If you can think of fun and creative homework activities,

talk with your teacher about this.

How Much Time to Spend on Homework

Here's a guide for how long you should spend on homework each day:

L]

1st Year: 1 to 1.5 hours
2nd Year: 1.5 to 2 hours
3rd Year: 2 to 3 hours
5th Year: 2.5 to 3.5 hours
6th Year: 3 to 4 hours

If you need more time or feel overwhelmed, talk to your parents/guardian or

teacher so they can help.




Supporting Students with Additional Needs

For students who need extra support, teachers may:
* Provide tasks that match your abilities and learning goals.
* Allow more time to complete homework.
+ Use tools like graphic organisers or technology to make tasks easier.
« Work with your learning plan to ensure homework is he1p1ii1 and not

stressful.
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How Homework Fits Into Your Wellbeing

At Roscommon Community College, we want homework to help you grow while

keeping you happy and healthy. Here's how:

+ Balanced Workload: Homework shouldn't take up all your time. You
need space for relaxation, family, friends, and hobbies.

+ Stress-Free Tasks: Homework should feel manageable and not cause
stress.

+ Breaks Matter: Take short breaks when doing homework to stay focused
and refreshed.

* Your Voice Counts: Teachers listen to your feedback about homework

to make it better for everyone.
A Final Note

Homework is here to help you succeed. By following this policy, working with your
teachers, and balancing schoolwork with your personal life, you can make the most

of your learning journey.
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